
 THE BACK OF THE BULLETIN 
 

The Proof Of The Pudding
There’s many a model for being a Christian in the 

New Testament, not just one. That’s because the 

New Testament is not written by Jesus, but by the 

Church – and the Church, even when the New 

Testament was written, was already full of 

diversity. The writings under the name of John, 

for instance, tell us that the Church is held 

together by spiritual bonds, and the secret force of 

the anointing which God has bestowed on all who 

believe, so that they need no-one to teach them; 

whereas the author of the Pastoral Epistles 

believes that the Church is held together by 

powerful and watchful bishops, who have to insist 

on their teaching authority. The author of 

Ephesians thinks that salvation means the peaceful 

uniting of the Jews with Christian believers: 

whereas the author of the Fourth Gospel believes 

that the Church must separate itself from the Jews, 

who do not believe in the Son of God, and are 

therefore on the road to perdition…. 

 

What’s The Recipe? 

Looking at the Gospel itself, we find so many 

people coming to Jesus and asking for directions. 

Nicodemus by night, the Woman at the Well in 

Samaria, the Twelve (in their different ways), the 

parents of sick or possessed children, the blind, 

the lame, the leprous, the outcast, the foreign, the 

rich, the poor – the list is very long. And we have 

little sense that one recipe will do for all of them. 

What must I do to inherit eternal life? The 

emphasis is on the I. The inheriting of life is the 

most personal deed, and the demands Jesus makes 

on us will be personal too. So a faith which is 

narrow and doctrinaire, forcing all comers into a 

single mould, can hardly represent what Jesus 

gave to all those different people, any more than a 

good doctor could answer all his calls with the 

same patent medicine. There is no record of a 

small committee of apostles walking behind Jesus, 

with the mission of baptising, taking names and 

addresses, and generally recruiting those he had 

healed or taught as members of the Church. 

 

Thinking Like The Lord 

When you belong to a vast worldwide communion 

like the Catholic Church, it is easy to take the 

ways of the Church as “the recipe”. I would say 

that the Sacraments, in particular, have an 

indispensible rôle in the Christian life, as the great 

moments of our encounter with God. But the story 

of people’s coming to Christ is the endlessly 

varied and fascinating mystery of grace. I guess 

there are as many amazing stories within the 

Catholic community as there are outside of it (and 

we cannot doubt that God often uses strategies of 

his own to win multitudes of his non-Christian 

children to the knowledge and love of his Son). 

This week brings us to a threshold – Ash 

Wednesday – when we are to re-enter the 

wilderness with the Church, seeking the Lord who 

re-unites us with himself in a renewed Exodus. It 

is a season to declare our emancipation from 

enslavement, and to receive our deed of liberation 

in the Paschal mystery. It is a time to think again, 

and to do it “on our feet” – in the lively spirit of 

fasting, prayer, and works of love. We must take 

off the strait-jacket of our old prejudices, our self-

deceptions, and our unconsidered ideas of 

holiness, and listen to the Gospel with fresh ears; 

we must break the routines which hampered us 

from responding to the Gospel with free hearts. I 

believe we should be filled with gratitude to God, 

who has brought us to another Lent, another 

springtime of grace. He obviously has more gifts 

to offer us than we have received already. I 

suspect that we do not even know how to ask for 

these gifts, that we do not know what they are, and 

that consequently we do not know how to pray for 

them. So let us fast until he feed us, keep silent 

until he speak to us, share with the poor, and wait 

for the Lord.      Fr Philip 


