
   THE BACK OF THE BULLETIN 
 

 “Drink!”
One of the favourite words of Father Jack; 
but also a key theme in today’s Mass. 
Wisdom says: Who is ignorant? Let him 
drink the wine I have prepared! Ephesians 
says: Do not drug yourself with wine that is 
mere dissipation. And in the Gospel: If you 
do not drink the blood of the Son of Man you 
will not have life in you.  
 
Discernment 
Clearly we shall have to be careful here. 
Wisdom is offering us a drink that will 
swamp us with knowledge of God’s mind. The 
Letter warns us against being swamped with 
falsity, physical drunkenness. The Gospel 
insists we must drink the cup Christ offers us. 
It’s like the beginning of this chapter, where 
Jesus told us not to work for food which goes 
off, but to hunger after the food of eternity. 
Both the lost one and the disciple are hungry 
and thirsty; but the lost one doesn’t know 
what he wants. The disciple thirsts for eternal 
drink, hungers for eternal bread. Isn’t it true 
that happiness is not about satisfaction - 
constant slaking of desire;  it’s in the heart of 
the desire itself: and to be sound, we have to 
know for sure that we desire what is good: or 
as the Sermon on the Mount said, Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for what’s 
right: they shall be satisfied! 
 
Thirst 
Being hot and tired is often accompanied by 
thirst. I think thirst is a quick way to what 
fasting does: leading you into the depths of 
desire. When you are really parching with 
thirst, your mind becomes concentrated on 
the need for one simple thing; and the vision 
of what you long for becomes lyrical, truly 
beautiful. The vision of water in the desert is 
a vision of complete quenching; and it is 
quite real and true, because if you don’t find 
it you will fall into delirium and die. The 
vision of a white cloth under an umbrella in a 
blinding Italian noon, accompanied by the 
longed-for swoosh of the first acqua 
minerale,  is something archetypal. We need 
to “raise a thirst” for the things of Christ 
which will similarly concentrate our minds 
and attention into one simple desire. Thirst 
does this, and so does love: and this unity of 
mind and heart and body is a glimpse of 
holiness, of what it is like when we are 
responding to God. He has made us for 
integrity, and when our desire is unified and 

heartfelt, we know some of the blessedness 
the Gospel speaks about.  These are the 
themes of our liturgy today.  
 
Drawing Life 
Jesus says: “I live because of the Father”, and  
“You will live because of me”. Our English 
translation happily speaks of “drawing life 
from the Father” and “drawing life from me”; 
one draws water from a well, much as we 
draw life from Christ. This life which Christ 
gives us is the same life that he pours out to 
the Father in his crucifixion: that is why our 
receiving it is in the cup of his blood, shed to 
be our eternal covenant.  In a marvellous 
moment during the water-festival in 
Jerusalem, Jesus stands in the heart of the 
Temple and cries out, Let anyone who is 
thirsty come to me: let anyone who believes 
in me come and drink! For scripture says: 
From his heart shall flow streams of living 
water! This promise, John tells us, was of the 
Spirit we are to receive. Almost the last words 
Jesus speaks in this Gospel, “to fulfil the 
Scripture perfectly”, are the simple words: I 
thirst.  In the other Gospels this isn’t so: but 
Jesus says at the Last Supper: I shall drink 
no more wine until I drink the new vintage in 
the Kingdom of heaven.  
 
The Great Sacrament 
So we find, at the end of this chapter where 
Jesus has spoken of the bread of life, the 
imagery of the Sacrament which is the great 
deed of the Church always and everywhere. 
Our world is desperately snuffing about for 
new things to long for, with its fashions and 
its food fads, its beauty-treatments and 
elixirs of youth, its record-breaking and its 
endless exploration, its boundless ambition 
and its terminal thirst for revenge and war. 
The Gospel does not preach (as some 
suspect) any kind of anaesthetising of all this 
desire. Like Wisdom in the Old Testament, 
we call all the world to explore its hunger, to 
raise its thirst, and to seek ardently for the 
things which will truly fulfil the longing of the 
human heart: not a dulled intoxication, or an 
obese stuffing with bread that passes away, 
but the finding of true nourishment, the 
Word that comes from the mouth of God, the 
Son who speaks what the Father has 
commanded, the one who says to us: “I am 
your true life”.                                        Fr Philip 


